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The examination of the validity of the color harmony theories that are based
on the undertone of colors
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LN Akiho Namba ES Sy N2 Jissen Women's University
Abstract

The two color harmony theories based on color undertone, the one was advocated by F. Birren, and the another
was advocated by R. Door which was named the Color Key Program, were examined using the data of subject's rat-
ings of two color combinations, three color combinations and the room photographs that were color-simulated at the
door, floor and wall.

The ratings didn't shift along the theories predicted. Instead of it, three similar rating tendency groups consisted of
the individuals who preferred pale color combinations, or bright color combinations, or dynamic color combinations
were obtained. Furthermore, the data indicate the change of influence of hue on different tone combinations.

These points lead to the conclusion that the color harmony theory should express the individual differences of pref-
erences and the modification of the influences of three attributes of colors.

keywords: Preference, Impression, Color combination, Color harmony, Individual difference
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